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My Thoughts on Reading
BY ELAINE WEBER
MACOMB INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICT

Reading, what has changed?
Reading, as we understand it today, is a dynamic and interactive process. Reading is no
longer an exercise for the mouth and eyes, but instead it is fuel for the mind, the heart, and
the soul. Readers are no longer empty vessels to be filled, but instead are rich with knowledge and experiences and are poised to consider new information; resolve differences; and
revise, format, construct, and synthesize. Reading, as described today, is more appealing
and rewarding, and perhaps better promoted like the advertisement for the armed forces,
"Be all that you can be; be a reader."
We now know how to become a "good reader."
Research findings indicate that there are about seven
comprehension strategies good readers use as they
read.
1.

text: "Am I in sync with the author's thinking?
Is it making sense? Is there a fit with what's
in my schema?"
6.

Good readers push beyond the text by asking
questions, questions that could extend beyond
the boundaries of the text or even beyond the
knowledge of that author. Readers don't limit
their thinking by just answering questions.

2.

Good readers rummage through their priorknowledge-filled schema, searching for
like-concepts and themes, thereby making
meaningful connections.
3. Good readers visualize words as vivid images to
illuminate information and kept it in retrievable
storage. Visualizing, according to the brain
researchers, is our best memory mode.
4. Good readers know that "between the lines"
are thoughts, unstated, left to the reader to
complete with insights and unique discoveries,
making the experience personal and
satisfying.
5. Good readers check their thinking as they
closely monitor their comprehension of the

Good readers descend to the core of the text,
mentally highlighting the significant aspects.
They know how to capture and abstract ideas,
scrutinize their relevance, and match these
ideas to what they know by noting similarities
and differences.

7.

Good readers persistently search for the
insight that will generate and transform
their thinking-the reward that, through the
thinking that comes with "good reading," they
will be all that they can be.
Through the power of my magic wand, the seven "good
reader" strategies would serve as an instructional
guide for all teachers who use written text to teach
their subject areas.

Important Issue
In the 1980s, the Michigan Department of Education
sponsored a national conference called, Michigan, the
State of Reading. If it were held today, I would hope
it would be called Michigan, the State of Literacy or
at least Michigan, the Transformation State: Reading
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to Literacy. In the late 1990s when the Michigan
Literacy Progress Profile was being developed, it
was originally called the Michigan Reading Progress
Profile but, because of the fear it would become
known as the Mr. PP, the key word was changed from
reading to literacy. Little did the developers know
what a powerful difference that would make in how
the MLPP would be perceived and how it balanced
the reading focus with oral language, listening and
writing. We now recognize the link between reading
and writing and all expressive and receptive language
skills. In this day, our students need them all equally.
One of the most important issues today is enlarging
our focus from reading to literacy at the local, state,
and especially at the national level so that funding
is not just aimed at reading but is spread across all
language skills. I would use my magic wand and
swipe it over MRA and IRA and they would become
MLAandILA.

Advice to teachers
Since most teachers today are very much my juniors,
I refer to The Prophet (1926/1965) when Kahlil Gibran
talks to parents about their children, he advises,
You may give them your love but not your
thoughts.
For they have their own thoughts ... (p. 18).
I have great confidence that the teachers of today
will build visions for a future literacy that I couldn't,
in my wildest dreams, imagine. My hope is that they
are always aware of the power they have to change
the world. My magic wand would keep them in the
profession as long as it is compelling and rewarding
for them and when it ceases to be, they would find
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a new career because both they and the profession
deserve the best.

Call to Action
The first call to action relates to adolescent literacy.
Beyond elementary school, who is responsible for
developing students' literacy skills? In whose domain
are the skills taught? Who teaches the students how
to read their textbooks and primary source material,
write in their journals and logs, write constructed
responses and persuasive essays, participate in
knowledge-building discussions, and think in ways
that they will know the generative roots of the discipline-the principles, themes, or universal truths. My
magic wand would hear all content area teachers say,
"It is my job to teach my students the literacy skills
necessary to learn the subject matter I teach."
I leave you with what I consider the most urgent call
to action, and that is politicizing of the teaching of
reading. We must be vigilant in not allowing reading
to be simplified to only words and sounds, leaving
no time to get to thoughts and ideas that improve
our world or to use language to think and create new
world visions of what can be. Recently we have had
our attention focused on leaving no child behind,
but we should be equally concerned about where we
are taking those children. I ask you to consider if a
measurable, quantifiable, literal literacy for all isn't
potentially more dangerous to our culture and to our
democracy than a limited literacy for a few. I worry,
and so does my magic wand.
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